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THE humiliating ftate of mankind in general, and the contemptible light 
in which they have been, and are almoſt univerſally held by their po- 
Iitical rulers, are facts which we are happy to find gradually becoming ſub- 
jects of enquiry, To account rationally for the degradation of human na- 
ture, with a view to its reformation, is an object ſurely deſerving the atten» 
tion of every thinking individual ;—1t is a purſuit in which generous citizens 
muſt feel themſelyes intereſted. Little indeed does that man deſerve to enjoy 
who can be indifferent to the preſſing exigencies of his fellow-creatures—who 
can contemplate the numerous victims at the ſhrine of ambition, and in à cool 
_ deliberate manner give a tacit ſanction to vices of the moſt atrocious 

ind. 

It is notorious that the governments of Europe (France excepted) act as 
though they conſidered mankind formed for the benefit of governments, in- 
ſtead of governments for the good of the people. Agreeable to this idea their 
now famous Champion, a vile apoſtate, has had the audacity to ſubſtitute 
for the bulk of human kind, the epithet of Swin;/h multitude: and according 
to the preſent order of things, it muſt be admitted that Mr. B. choſe a very 
proper term but we dare anticipate a few revolving ſuns will revert his ele- 
_— and render his memory as contemptable as his political 
creed, 

Society requires a government—explicit laws—and eaſy regulations.— 
Formed on thoſe principles individuals would feel their honour and happineſs 
eqnnected with their obedience they would not only ſanction, but readily. 
ſupport a ſtructure, the main object of which pointed to general and indivi- 
dual good. Under ſuch a ſyſtem no neceſſity would occur for thoſe peſts of 
ſociery, Informers, Exciſemen, Tide-waiters, Searchers, &c. &e. Few in- 
deed would be the taxes neceſſary to ſupport a government formed by the 
people, and mankind would be greatly relieved from the numerous train of 
tax- gatherers who now groſsly prey upon the vitals of induſtry. 

We cannot help lamenting the general depravity which that of governments 
have introduced. — Man, naturally formed for ſocial intercourſe, is loaded 
with oppreihon ; neceſſity obliges him oftentimes to renounce pleaſures con- 
genial with his nature; and tov often he is driven to fatal exceſſes. 

Britons ! —Fellow Citizens! —Let us reflect but a moment, and we ſhall 
certainly unite in the common cauſe -we are equally loaded with taxes 
though very unequally repreſented in the legiſlature —we deny\the right of 
a te individuals to the exclufive privilege ot governing ſo many millions of 
good citizens we deny the equity of civil diſtinctions ariſing from religious 
principles—no! contemptible potition !=Imperfe& indeed muſt that ſyſtem 
be, that cannot be ſupported but by a barrier of ſuperſtition and military 
threats. Adopt an equal reprefentation and equitable laws will enſue—the 
door of corruption will be that —nor will ararice, that bane of empires, be 
able to cope with the genuine principles of juſtice. | 

It is an inſult to the feelings of Engliſhmen to ſuppoſe they can ſanction 
the political enormities of the preſent duy - generous in their nature, they 
mud der at every ſpecies of devaſtation and rapne— they cannot, nor will they 
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ſanction a formidable maſs of corruption,—They are not ſo criminally blind 
as to ſmile with complacence on thoſe whoſe higheſt diſtinction is plunder | 
nor are they fo totally ignorant as to eſtimate any man's time equal to the | 
liberty of robbing them of ſo much of their property as to be enabled to riot 
for a time in all the luxuries and diſſipations of life, and afterwards retire loaded 
with riches and penſions. But let us turn indignantly from this contempti- 
ble picture, and hail the ſpeedy approach of general happineſs—hail the mo- 
ment when the etherial blaze of triendſlip will ſpread from pole to pole 
when religious animoſities wall ceaſe, and when ſociety will forget all diſtinc- 
tions but thoſe of wiſdom and virtue, Hail the happy days when the wretche Þ 1 
edneſs of poverty will be ameliorated, and the - of riches vaniſh before 
the pleaſures of extending happineſs to Bak} 26: objects. Oh! hail ! hail i 
Britons ! hail! The happy period of univerſal knowledge advances with flow t 
but ſteady pace man begins more generally to feel himſelf the friend of his 
own ſpecies - reaſon is reaſſuming her empire, and kindling a flame of bene- 
volence never more to be extinguiſhed. 
Citizens SOLDIERS and SAILORS of all Nations, Empires, Kingdoms 
and States, you likewiſe are intereſled in this great ſubject - we feel for you 
you are united to civil ſociety by the bonds of nature you are — * 
from among us—you are our friends, our brethren—you have relations 
of every deſcription with us—fathers, mothers, brothers and fiſters, nay, 
even wives and children—all join with us in ardently panting for your pre- 
ſervation, and deploring your hardſhips—all ſhrinking with horror at the 
diabolical practice of cooly bartering your precious lives for the moſt merce- 
nary purpoſes, Ah! brave, but ill-fated men—dare to think, and even dare 
to avow, that nothing but the good of ſociety ſhall influence your arms—dare 
to be the friends of oppreſſed virtue, and the terror of overbearing vice=your 
own fituation, together with that of ſociety, demands thoſe exertions. Con- 
vince the wretched deſpots, that though you are unfortunately born in the 
cold embraces of poverty, you have minds too great to be bought or ſold, like 
beaſts of burden—that fearleſs of the dangers of war, you prefer dying the 
death of freemen to living the life of flaves. Nature ſhudders at the idea 
of men, who at the nod of tyrants riſk their reputatation in the deteſtable 
ſervice of impreſſing ſeamen, tearing them from the endearing embraces of 
their families, and Ong them into an armed tender, where they are too 
often victims to dials and an untimely end. Poverty is not the criterion | tc 
of depravity. We invite you, therefore, to 288 in the glorious cauſe tl 
of freedom—and peaccably to unite in inveſtigating the ſources of all our] fc 
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grievances. For this purpoſe the following plan is ſubmitted ; to 
| | ar 

I. As all men, by nature and ſound policy, have equal right to citizen -] de 
flip, perſons of every deſcription are invited to join this ſociety. a 


IT. The diſcuſſion of political ſubjects will chiefly engage the attention of | ot 
the ſociety. If ang perſons ſhould not conduct themſelves peaceably, it ſhall] en 
be in the power of the majority to expel them. Pc 

III. It being the intention of the ſociety to diſſeminate a ſpirit of enquiry] wi 
among all ranks, which ia printing, &c. will be attended with ſome expence, th 


each member will be required to contribute 2d. per weck. tat 
N. B. Every member may contribute as much more as his circumſtance} no 
will permit. 2 


IV. The ſociety to conſiſt of an unlimited number of divifions, each of H. 
u hich not to exceed thirty members; but to divide, if they pleaſe, as ſoo an 
as they ſhall have twenty members. Every divilipa to chooſe their ow: loy 
Ehrman and ſecretary once 4 quarter. | 
| V. Thay 
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V. That a general committee be formed, for the purpoſe of” conducting 
the buſineſs of the ſociety, to be conſtituted from the whole body, in the fol- 
lowing manner :—As ſoon as five diviſions be formed, each to elect a deputy, 
who, with the chairman for the time being, ſhall be deputed to the committge, 
and ſhall from time to time report the buſineſs of the ſaid committee to their 
reſpective diviſions. The committee will chooſe a treaſurer, : 

I. The ſociety to meet once a week, on Thurſday evening. The chair 
to 2 at eight 3 AE of 2 3B . 

VII. It a ſpeedy and effectual Reform ſhould, upon inveſtigation, | 
neceſſary, it wil be the chief object of thig * deut the * 7 4 
National Convention, by which all parties may be fairly and equally repre- 
ſented. Every member will then be requeſted to bring forward his ideas, 
that from the whole an eligible plan may be adopted. | 

__ II. That every member ſhall be at liberty to introduce a friend or two, 
as viſitors, | | | 

IX. The ſociety will correſpond with fimilar ones in theſe realms, and en- 
deavour regularly to aſcertain the number of good citizens who have aſſo- 
ciated for the purpoſe of bettering the ſtate of mankind.— The ſociety will 
alſo correſpond with ſimilar ſocieties in other kingdoms, for the purpoſe of 
political information. - 

X. To convince the world of the inflexible integrity of this ſociety, every 
member who is able, will be required to ſtep forward in caſes of riot and de- 
predation,” to ſupport per/onally the rights and properties of any individual in 
the ſtate, who at any time may be ſo unfortunate as to be the object of populan 
reſentment, ö | 

XI. The ſociety, conſcious of the juſtneſs of their cauſe, is determined 
likewiſe to ſupport any individual member of their body, who may be an- 
y#ftly proſecuted on account of political principles. 0 

N. B. Aware of the invaluable effects of ſpeedy aſſociations, the Friends 
of Freedom requeſt all good citizens in town and country to form im- 
mediate ſocieties for the laudable e of political enquiry. It 
behoves them to aſſociate without delay in their reſpective neighbours 
hoods they may be aſſured that larger ſocieties will ever be ready to incor- 

rate them as a branch of themſelves. If the uſe of public-houſes be denied, 
it is hoped there is virtue enough among private individuals to induce them 
to open their own houſes for the noble purpoſe. It is by numbers only that 
the cauſe of freedom is likely to proſper; and as it is the determination of the 
ſocicties to claim redreſs of grievances in a peaceable manner, it ought 
to be the firſt object of every friend ſpeedily to unite, Supported, as they 
are, by the combined kad of reaſon, juſtice and moderation, they may 
defy their moſt formidable opponents. Engliſhmen, remember, you will leave 
a ſtigma on the 2 æra, if you ſuffer yourſelves quietly to be dragooned 
out of the only ſolace that remains, that of ſocial intercourſe and rational 
enquiry. How will the page of hiſtory be ſtained —how will the feelings of 
poſterity be wounded—how will great and good men in future ages be palled 
with the relation of the 2imidity of their ance/tors who ſo daſtardly cringed to 
the temerity of inflexible depravity, and tranſmitted to them the 7znberi; - 
tauce of ignorance and the horrors of deſpotiſm ! Qh citizens, you know 
not the bleſſings which unanimity will give you—'tis virtue, diſintereſted vir- 
tue, or the moſt unqualified vice that muſt triumph in the laurels of victory 
Heavens grant it may be the former! Feel then as men—feel as brethre 


and as the children of one tamily—breathe the pious effuſions of univerſal 


love and bene volence - conſider the life of every individual as a ſacred pledgg 
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forget the deſpicable idea of living alone to ſelf; and learn to thew a frü- 
teryal zegard for eycry rational inhabltant of the globe. | | 
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DECLARATION. 


Anticipating the 1l}-natured epithets of Republicans and Lewellers, we hetes 
by openly declare, that we ſhall be perfectly ſatisfied with the deciſion of an 
equal repreſentation—that when we ſpeak of liberty and equality, we by no 
means intend civil rights to be miſtaken for civil diflin&ions. We are perſuaded 
that ſociety ever was and will be compoſed of people in different circums 
ſtances therefore, in ſpeaking of the rights of citizens, we beg leave it may 
be underſtood, that we include an inviolable reſpect for private and publie 
property. Sec Rule X, XI. We manfully avow ourſelves not ſo much 
the enemies of men, as of meaſures. 
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CONCLUSION. 
All men in the ſcale of nature are e&qual—and have equal rights to the 


rivileges of citizenſhip as ſoon as they attain the age of twenty- one years — 
iuſane perſons only excepted. —Neither wealth nor mental qualifications are 
any arguments in favour of partial civil diſtinctions; we find them both 
exiſt in the vileſt characters; therefore, thoſe only are the beſt citizens who 
diſplay the greateſt integrity of heart. Let us, however, ſeriouſty and im- 
partially diſeuſs the merits of the preſent oonſtitution—If it is a good one 
3 we are told it is) let us unite in preſerving ſo glorious a fabric-—it will 

and the teſt of enquiry—and the moſt formidable attempts to ſhake it will 
dwindle into r ee If it can be demonſtrated, that zo money is wan- 
tonly laviſhed away that xo zzxeceſſary places are ereated - that no penſions 
but thoſe of abolute neceſũty are granted that our ſage legiſlators only hold 
their offices for the good of their Fellow men - that they ever ſumptuoully eat 
and drink, and ce themſelves on the vitals of the community—thar juſtics 
is !mpartzally diſtributed, at the mo/? poſſible trivial expence —that the efforts of 
the pious leaders of Chriſtianity y entitle them to Hare the hard earnings 


of their lay-brethren—that the moſt deſperate poverty and wretchedneſs does 


Tot exiſt— that all men are happy, and pay their quota of taxation chear- 
fully—that the ſoldiers have a comfortable proyifion, and uo plea left for pile 
laging—that if they are permitted to go to work by way of relaxation, theif 
pay i continued to them, and not exberzled by their oficers—In ſhort, that ng 
wmnprovement can bob be made for the benefit of the publir W hen theſe things 
are aug und xneguvess/!y afcertuined, ⁊ue will reure with admiratieud 


